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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: There is no 
antecedent basis for "the members" (line 7), and it is unclear what constitutes "the 
members". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear what the scope of the phrase, "fixed in a high-deck 
manner", entails. For the purposes of examination, the phrase is interpreted to include 
an item being attached from a top-side to a member above the item. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ito 
(US 6,910,784). 

7. Regarding claim 1 , Ito discloses a LCD device (see figure 1 and 2, for instance) 
having a liquid crystal panel (10) and an illumination unit for illuminating the said LCD 
panel, wherein the said illumination unit includes a substantially wedge-shaped light- 
guiding plate (1) having a backside being inclined so as to be formed thinner from one 
side edge to the other side edge, a linear light source (3) disposed along a thicker plate 
surface at one side edge of the said light-guiding plate (1 ), lead wires (4) severally 
connected to both ends of the said linear light source, and a housing (7) that houses the 
members, and a groove (14) is formed on the bottom wall of the housing (7) such that a 
gap is created between the backside of the light-guiding plate (1) and the bottom wall at 
a certain area portion of the light-guiding plate wherein the plate is the least thick, with a 
part of the lead wires (4) residing in the gap and being arranged along the other side 
edge of the light-guiding plate (1), and made to extend to the outside from the backside 
of the housing (7). Claim 1 is therefore unpatentable. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 1 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein a portion of the said lead wires is housed in a groove 
formed on the bottom wall of the said housing, and the wires are led out to the outside 
through the said groove. Claim 2 is therefore unpatentable. 

9. Regarding claim 3, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 1 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein a reflector (5) is disposed on the backside of the said light- 
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guiding plate, having a bent portion where one end of the reflector is bent to be shaped 
substantially in the form of a horseshoe, and the said linear light source and the thicker 
end edge of the said light-guiding plate are inserted in the said bent portion. Claim 3 is 
therefore unpatentable. 

10. Regarding claim 4, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 1 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein a circuit board, on which a circuit element for driving the 
said LCD panel and a connector are mounted, is attached on the backside of the said 
housing to lie parallel with the said LCD panel. Claim 4 is therefore unpatentable. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 5, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 4 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein a guide member for guiding a main body side connector to 
the said connector for connection is formed on the backside of the said housing. Claim 
5 is therefore unpatentable. 

12. Regarding claim 6, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 4 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein the said circuit board is fixed in a high-deck manner, and 
the said guide member has an inclined plane extending toward one side facing the 
longer side of the said connection port. Claim 6 is therefore unpatentable. 

13. Regarding claim 7, Ito discloses a LCD device according to claim 5 (see figure 1 
and 2, for instance), wherein the said guide member is made of resin, and formed 
integrally to the said housing. Claim 7 is therefore unpatentable. 

14. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ishida et al. (US 2002/0149713). 
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1 5. Regarding claim 1 , Ishida discloses a LCD device (see figure 4 and 5, for 
instance) having a liquid crystal panel (2) and an illumination unit (7) for illuminating the 
said LCD panel, wherein the said illumination unit includes a substantially wedge- 
shaped light-guiding plate (20) having a backside being inclined so as to be formed 
thinner from one side edge to the other side edge, a linear light source (7) disposed 
along a thicker plate surface at one side edge of the said light-guiding plate (20), lead 
wires (9) severally connected to both ends of the said linear light source (7), and a 
housing (16) that houses the members, and a groove (for wire 9) is formed on the 
bottom wall of the housing (16) such that a gap is created between the backside of the 
light-guiding plate (20) and the bottom wall at a certain area portion of the light-guiding 
plate wherein the plate is the least thick, with a part of the lead wires (9) residing in the 
gap and being arranged along the other side edge of the light-guiding plate (20), and 
made to extend to the outside from the backside of the housing. Claim 1 is therefore 
unpatentable. 

16. Regarding claim 2, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 1 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein a portion of the said lead wires (9) is housed in a 
groove formed on the bottom wall of the said housing (16), and the wires are led out to 
the outside through the said groove. Claim 2 is therefore unpatentable. 

17. Regarding claim 3, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 1 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein a reflector (10) is disposed on the backside of the 
said light-guiding plate (20), having a bent portion where one end of the reflector is bent 
to be shaped substantially in the form of a horseshoe (side reflector 4), and the said 
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linear light source and the thicker end edge of the said light-guiding plate are inserted in 
the said bent portion. Claim 3 is therefore unpatentable. 

18. Regarding claim 4, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 1 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein a circuit board, on which a circuit element for 
driving the said LCD panel and a connector are mounted, is attached on the backside of 
the said housing to lie parallel with the said LCD panel. Claim 4 is therefore 
unpatentable. 

19. Regarding claim 5, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 4 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein a guide member for guiding a main body side 
connector to the said connector for connection is formed on the backside of the said 
housing. Claim 5 is therefore unpatentable. 

20. Regarding claim 6, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 4 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein the said circuit board is fixed in a high-deck 
manner, and the said guide member has an inclined plane extending toward one side 
facing the longer side of the said connection port. Claim 6 is therefore unpatentable. 

21 . Regarding claim 7, Ishida discloses the LCD device according to claim 5 (see 
figure 4 and 5, for instance), wherein the said guide member is made of resin ([0023]; 
[0041]), and formed integrally to the said housing. Claim 7 is therefore unpatentable. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NATHANAEL R. BRIGGS whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8992. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5:30 PM Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/N. R. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2871 

/Andrew Schechter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2871 



